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THE OPERATIONS OF COMPANY G, 57TH INFARIRY (r.8.)
(PHILIFPINE DIVISIOE) ON LUzZow, 7 DEEHBER 1941--30 JANUARY 1942
" (PHILIPPIRE ISLAND CAMPAIGR)
(Personal experience of a Compeny Commander)

TIRODUCTION
The data for the compilation of this report has heen-gathered from
the following scurces:
8. Notes from officers while Prisoners of War,
b. HNotes from the company commander's notebook.

The notebook has been partly confiscated when the company
commander wes taken Priscner of Y¥ar. The remeining pert was onm his
person during the Batasn Desth March and later during a greater part of
his Internment. The notebook was buried at the Cabanatuan Prisomer of
War Cemp, Luson, and recovered by Major Cary L. Picotte when the United
States Rangers rescued the Prisoners of Wer from Csbenatuan in early 1945.

ce Books and pamphlets.

The books and pamphlets in sy Bibliography were mainly used to
refresh oy memory on detes and incidents.

This momograph corvers- the operstions of Company G, 57th Infantry,
Philippine Secouts (Pmippine Pivision) on Luzon, from the time of Fearl
Herbor incident, 7 December 1941, to the time when the company withdrew
to the Bataan reserve batile position.

The Philippine Division was the only Unite& States Division in the
Philippines at the outbreak of hostilities. It was organized of
‘ Philippine Scouts, who were & component of the United States Regular Army,
and American troops. The division was composed of the 31st Imfantry,
American troops, 45th Infantry (Philippine Scouts), 57th Infantry
(Philippine Scouts), 23d and 24th Field Artillery (Philippine Scouts),
26th Cavalry (Philippine Scouts), 12th Quartermaster Battelion (Fhilippine
Scouts), 12th Medicsl Battalion (Philippine Scouts), 12th Signal Company



(Philippine Scouts), l4th Engineer Regiment (Philippine Scouts), and an
MP Detachment of Philippine Scouts and mz-ican troopa. (1)

The 57th Infentyy (Phillipine Scouts) was sbout 55 per cent of
Tables of Orgenization strength in officers and 95 per cent in enlisted
men. The authorized stremgth was 114 officers and.2162 enlisted men;
the actual strength was about 63 officers amd 2054 enlisted men. The
regiment was called upon to furnish offi-cers and cedres of noncommissioned
officers to train the Philippine Army. These officers and noncommissioned
officers were on detached service. In the first féw months of 1941, the
. authorized enlisted strength was expanded from 1100, Recruiting was on
e highly selective basis, with the results that the general caliber of
our recrults was high.r The training of the. 57th Infaniry had been
intensified in order to bring the state of training of the newly enlisted
recruits uwp to standard. (2)

Since nearly all company commanders had gone to the Philippine Army
as instructors, the companies of the regiment were commanded by young
officeré with little experience. The ‘company commander of Company G was
a young 2d Lieutenant, Officers Reserve Corps, who was called to active
duty May 1941 and two weeks lat;r sailed for the Philippine Islands.

He was ismedlately assigned to the 57th Infentry and in September 1941
was given command of Company G. | |

At the outbreak of hestilities the strength of Company G, 57th
Infantry, was one officer and 130 enlisted men. The company was organized
into 4 plstoons, 3 rifle platoons of 3 squads each, and 1 wespons platoon.

'Riflomen were srmed with the M-1 rifle. Each squsd hed ome BAR (9
per company) and the weapons platoon had 4 heavy machine guns and 3 new
60-mm mortars. No ammumition for the 60-mm morters was ever issuwed to
the company. The orgsnic tramsportation consisted of ome 3/4-ton truck
(weapons cerrier). The comm‘lmicatio::;a equipment, whenever needed, was
furnished by the battalion.

(1) a-2; (2) a-3.



Comparw G was engaged in intensive training and preparations for
any eventuelity or emergency, and wes as ready for wer as was possible
with the means available. (3)

BEGINNING OF FHOSTILITIES

8 December 1041 |

The compeny was alerted at 0630 hours and informed that "Hostilities
heve commenced by alr attack on Pearl Harbor and a state of war exists
between the United Stat.a# and the Jepanese Empire®. (4) 2d Lieutensnt
Harry J. Stempin was in command of the company. The battalion commander
was Lt Colonel Frank E, Brokew, and the battalion executive ofiicer was
Major Robert Scholes. Company G, efter three howrs of preparation,
moved, with full field equipment, into a position meer the barrio
Guadalupe ﬁbout two miles northeast o;l‘ Nicholes Field. The company
immediately dug in expect-ir_xg an aerial ettack on Nichol¢s Field. That
afternoon each man was iseued a gas mask in a sealed contalner, was
ordered to break the seal, and carry the mask with him 24 hours a day.

At 0300 hours, Nichol¢s Field was heavlily bombed by high flying
Japanese bombers. The attack so surprised snd startled the men that they
ismediately fired their rifles and machine guns in the direction of the
Japanese bombers. The attacking planes were plainly visible in the
moonlight. 2d Lieutenant Paul Shure joined the company.

0 3

At break of dawn, the entire compeny opened fire at a low flying
Awerican plene. The plane was retﬁrn.ing from en attack mission on an
eneny 1and:Lng force south of Vigan and was mistaken for a Japanese plane.
The pilot bailed out and landed safely - but with three bullet wounds in
his legs.

" At 1300 howrs, Company G was ordered to proceed to A;ayat, Pampangs.,
to capture reported Japanese paratroopérs. (5) Three commercisal busses

(3) 1, p. 13; (4) 4-6; (5) A-3.



were provided for ,1:;}16 movement. These busses were later assigned to the
company and usged for all future movements. At 1530, the company moved
out, On arri.val at Arayat, the report was proved to be false. Orders
immediately were issued to move to San Fernando, Pampenga, and the company
commander was to meet the battalion commander at the public square for
further ingtructions. ‘

At G130 hours, the company comandez;s of the 2d Battalion a#sembled,
and crders were received to occupy the Guagua-Porac pdsiti’on - the 2d
Battalion on the left near Porac - Company E on the left, Company G on
.the right, and Company F in reserve. The companies to be in position
before day brea_k. |

The terrain was totally unfamiliar to the American officers and a
Socory Gas and 0il Compeny road map was the only map available.

12 December 1941:

Company G moved into position just before day break. HNo definite
nission was assigned at this time. Provisions for local securlty were
taken and training of persomnel in concealment against aérial cbservation
was conducted.

Official informetion Iés received that the United Stales had declared
war on the Japaness Empire,

13 December J941:

Fort Willjam McKinley was bombed. This caused considerable anxlety
on the enlisted men becsuse many had families in barrios near the post.
Sergeant Bearesres, lst Sergeant of Company G, whose wife was expecting
her eighth chlld, was exiremely worrled. He was the cnly man given
permission o see his wife and inquire of the other men's families. He
was to report back in 24 hours. |

| mb. 3

The company was warned that i1t might be ordered to cocupy a defensive
position further north. The enemy, superior in numbers and equipment, was
steadily pushing south after its initial landing.



A great part of the compeny records, unnecessary equipment, and
peracmal possesslons were giored at the Porac mmumicipal bullding so that
the men could trevel very light. T

Eneny air activity increased in intensity. USAFFE (United States
Armed Forces of the Far East) Headquarters ammounced the decision to
put WPO-3 (approved War Depariment plan for defense of Ma) into
effect. This called for all forces to withdraw into Bataan. (6).

24 December 1941t

The 2d Battalion cccupled a position sstride Highway 3, north of
Angeles, with the mission of covering the withdrawal of the South Luzon -
Foarce into Bataan - Company E on the right, Company F on the left, and
Company G in a reserve position in Angeles.

25 December 19412

Christmas Day the men speﬁt in preparing the defensive position on
the north city limits. The company commander spent the morning in
recomalggance of the battalion area formmlating comteratiack plang,

At 1100 hours, terrific explosions were heard from the direction of

Fort Stotsenberg. It was soon lsarned that Fort Stolsenberg, with huge
plles of feood end equipment, was abandoned asnd the gasoline and oil
storg.ge tanks were being demolished before the fast moving enemy.
Company G faa notiflied of tha huge supply of food and Fost Exchange
supplies. No time was lost in salvaging some of the supplies. It all
turned out that each man in the company recelved some gift - men's or
women's wrist watches, women's underclothing, doilies, table cloths ’
perfumes, jewelry, Bonson cigarette lighters, etec., and, of courge, candy,
soap, shaving equipment and toilet articles. The most important supplies
were cases of camnned food and carcases of frozen beef. The decision of
salvaging this food proved itself justified one hundred fold when the
men were placed on one-half rations. The company alwsys had a 1little
oxtra food which was 1ssued when the men were heavily engaged.

(6) a-7.



Hen were worried ebout their femilies, but the morale and esprit de

corps were very high.
Banila was declared an open eity. (7)

The deys were spént in preparing the delaying position in order to
carry out the assigned mission.

Information was received that Japs were employing tanks. Since the
company had no entitank weapons, it was necessary to improvise the
"Molotov Cocktail®. The Molotov Cocktzll was a beer bottle filled with
gasoline and wrapped in rags. Just before use, the rags were dipped in
gesoline, ignited, and heaved with lforce at the rear of the enemy tank.
The bottle was to bresk and set the enemy tenk on fire.

0 3

The 24 Battalion, 57th Infantry, was ordered to withdraw to the
Abucay position in Bataan and occupy the regimental reserve line 600
yards north of the town. (8) The withdrawal was at night and had to be
completed before day break. The battalion commander, Lt Colonel Frank
Brokaw, was to meet the company at Samal to issue further orders.

Company G was the last company to withdraw and the first company %o
arTive at Samal. It was immediately ordered to establish the regimental
outpost line of resistance along Samal River.

De :

After an all night move, Company G began to organize the outpost
line of resistance. As soon as the men finished their hot meal, the
company commander was called to the battalion command.post to receive
orders to move immediately to Layac Junction. The 2d Battalion was
detached and asaigﬁed to a provisional combat team. This combat team,
lst Battalion, 3lst Infantry, American troops, and 24 Bsttalion, 57th
Infentry, Philippine Scouts, was ordered to serve as a delaying force at
Layac Junction. (9) HNo time was lost in preparingrtha delsying position.
The Jspanese planes were constanily overheed and spasmodically dropping

(7) a-1, p. 34; (8), a-3; (9) a-2.



beoobs here and there in front of the poaition. This, of course, gave the
tired troops an incentive to dig before falling asleep.

The Layac Junction position was improved. Civilians, with their
meager belongings, were evacuated to the mommtains and 5th Columist
routed. |

Eneny air activity inteﬁsi.fiad.

ZHE MAIN ACTJON

A denuary JoL3:

A battalion of Philippine Army relieved Company G, 57th Infantry.

The company now moved into the assigned regimental reserve line in Abucay.
The mission was to protect the righ‘h coastal flank, the rear, and give
air prote;ction for the rear installﬁtiens of the regiment. The only
battalion 50 caliber machine gun was assigned to G Company for defense
againat hogtile aircraft.

1’.%<:tmps.r:{,vjr F was assigned the left sector, Company E the right sector,
and Company G 1n reaerve northeast of Abuecsy.

Regimental reserve position prepared.

In the afternoon, Lieuténnnt Stempin was called to the battalion
conmand post at Abucay and given the following orders: "Company B will
organize the Re.gimntal 0.P.L.R. south of Samal with two platoons and
one gection of machine gunas. Liesutenant Shure will be in command of the
0.P.L.R., The company commander will organize a straggler line alemg the
north-gsouth main road in order to direct all atragglers off the main road
and intc an area 1000 yards west of the river ford on the Abucay Hacienda
Trail (see map). This to be carried out without disregarding the company's
primary mission of protecting the regimental right coastal flenk, rear,
ard giving protection against enemy alrcraft.®

Two squads were assigned to the airagglers' line, one-half aquad to
establish a security post at the mouth of Abucay Creek, the other half squad



to establish a security poat along the coasf, 300 yards north of Abucay.
One section of machine guns and Company Headquarters were in positicn
east of Abucay.
o, :
The company went on nait rations - two meals a day. (10)
Men improved the rear defensive instsllationa s constructing barbed
wire entanglements and installing booby trapa.
The outpost was well organized under the leadership of Lieutenant
Shure. '
& Japuary 1942:
The enemy attacked Layac Junction position., Pressure increased
steedily =11 day. At 2200 ];ours, troops began to withdraw along the main
road, through the 0.P.L.R., the MIR, ERL, and were directed into a pre~
arranged assembly area. (11)
All stregglers routed.
Ihe friendly troops were now withdrawn behind the main line of defense.
The O.P.L.R. was exposed to the enemy. This concluded the second phese of
the Philippine Campaign, "The Withdrawal to Batean”, (12) -

CONTACT WITH THE ENFMY

Alr activity intensified, and as a result Company G suffered the first
casualty, this along the straggler line south of Abucay.

The O.P.L.R. reported first comtact with the Japanese. An enemy
patrol of seven men were killed (see map).

9 Japuary 1942:

More enemy troops comtacted the outpost and started dévaloping the
battle line preparatory to attack. The outpo.st directed devastating
artillery fire on the Jap assembly -arees,and annihileted three enemy
recommaissance patrols.

(10) a-3; (1) 2-1, p. 43; (12) a-2.
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10 Janmary 1942:

The 0.P.L.R. engsged the enemy three-four times and finally withirew.

In compliance with orders, Lieutenant Shure with his two platoons and
one section of machine guns moved back to establish an OPIR along Calaguimen
River.

At about 1500 hours, enemy concentrated their artillery fire on Abucsy.

The compam position, in Abucay, was subjected to heavy enemy battery and
| dive bomber attack, and the Abucay position was ahandohed. The tom
becamec a mass of flames. The dive bombers, spotting our men escaping
toward the fish pond dikes, swooped down, straffed and bombed them for
twenty minutes. Company G suffered three casualtiss. Civilians who re-
fused to leave their homes on the dikes suffered very heavily - about 60
per cent were casualties. |

At 1800 hours, the company cmnder, in compliance ;avit.h previous
cerders from the battalion commander, assembled all Company G men about the
Abmeay area and moved forward to relieve the CPIR in order to give Lieutenant
Shure and hi;i men a rest. The company commandsr with one platoon and one
section of machine guns, plus one squad of Company E and one squad of
Company F, moved into position about 2200 howra. Immediately z message
was sent to the regimental headquarters that the enemy, estimated at two
| companies, was crossing Calaguiman River on our left flank. The message
was sent by runner because no other commmication was available.

d2 Jamery 1942z

At 0100 a small group of Japanese had filtered through intc the rear
of the- OFIR. They caused a good deal of trouble and confusion with the OPLR and
the MIR. The main line opened fire. At day bresk a number of Japanese dead
was found on and behind the OPIR, The left of the regimental mein line of
resistance was pushed back, but it was quickly restored.. At 1000 hours, it
was appavent that Japanese were again initlating an atiack because of the
heavy knee mortar fire on Calaguimen, At 1130 hours, Captain Arthur Wermuth



came with orders from Regiment "to witbdraw the OPLR immedistely. The
town will be set on fire and artillery concentration placed on 1t as soon
as & large cloud of smoke is cbserved by our forwerd artillery observer.
Get out fast."

The men moved out quickly, but under great difficulty, because the
only prearrsnged route of withdrawsl was mined. It was mecessary to use
the center of the main roed. This drew a great volley of enexy flanking
fire. _

At 1500, the company was rewnited and reorgenized in rear of Abucay.‘

Late evening, orders were received that Conp;.my G, after a powsrful
artillery preparation, will counterattack with fived bayonets at OBOQ
hours. The orders were changed snd one platoon plus ome seciion of machine
guns were Isent to arganize a perimetér security arownd regimental headquar-
ters. Two squads were deployed as outposts at the mouth of Abucay Creek
and along the coast.

43 Japuary 19423

In compliance with new orders from battalion, the company was again
reassenbled (about 0330 hours} end attached to the 1st Battalion. The
nigsion was to J;'einforce and protect the left flank of the lst Baﬁtalion,
while a counterattack was being effected in the 3d Battaelion erea in order
to restore the saldent. Our rolling barrege fell short for a few rounds
and inflicted three casuslties in Company C.

The Japs launched furious night attacks in an atiempt to peneirate the
main line. Each attack was repulsed with heavy enemy losses. The enemy
changed to iInfiltration tactlcs and considerable difficulties were ex-
perienced in cleaning out smipers, hidden in rear of owr lines, with
apparent migsion to snipe American officers only. (13) .

1st Lieutenant Alexander R. Nininger of the 1zt Battalion saw need for
vigorous action and went out to clear an area of snipers. He was killed
and received the first posthumous award of the Congressional Medal of Honor .
(14) |

(13) &-2; (14) A-3, p. 3.



J 1942 2

Orders were received 1o prepare to withdraw to the Reserve Battle
Pogition.

IHE WITHRRAWAL

At 1800 hours, the 24 B.attalion began the withdrawel to en inter-
mediate position just west of Balanga.

22 Jopuary 1942:

Initisl orders to the company prescribed the occupation of a poasition
on the Reserve Battle Position on the Pentingan River. At 2000 hours,
while on the move, orders were received directing the company to a bivouac
area just north of Limay. (Eilometer Post 143.8) The move was effected
befare dawn. |

26 Jonuery Jo42:

Orders were raeéiied to proceed to another bivouac area on the
Mariveles cut-off on the west coast of Bataan.

£ 3

Food shortage was now being felt. The company food reservesacquired
at Fort Stobsenberg were practically gone.

28 Japuery 1942:

In the afternoon, the 2d Battalion was ordered to relieve a force
consigting of Navy apd Marine troops which, for several dsys, had been wn-
successful in their efforts to destroy an enemy force which had secured a
foothold on Longoskaweyan Point. (18)

Propaganda leaflets dropped by Japenese planes urged Filippinoa to kill
their Americen officers and to surrender, assuring them that they then would
be given focd, freedom and money, and sent homs, (19) The propaganda had
no effect on the well-trained end disciplined Philippine Scouts. They
fought cowrageously and were loyal) throughout.

This concludes the first seven weeks of the wer against the Japanese
Empire on a poorly equipped and undermenned outpost of the United States.



ANALYSJS AND CRITICISM

The Philippine Scouts performed excellently, considering the trying
conditions of equipment and food. Their training and diséipline proved
of grest value during the many critical situvaiions, starvation, and points
of physical exhaustion. There is a breaking point in every individual, -
and it is mpriaing to see what pumishment a humarn body can take.

There was no resson for congistently keeping the company on edge and
elways on the move, or changing orders before the old cnes were completed.
This points to the indecisions on the part of 'higher commanders or just
plain lack of information as to the capabilities and probebilities of the
enery. Whenever the situation became critical, the Fhilippine Scouts
were moved into reserve, but never committed - maybe it was because the
higher commend did not see fit to commit their best trained troops too
soon? But in the long run, the individual soldier tock the punishment.

When the company moved into a pew position, 1t wes very siow in
organizing and esteblishing the position - this because of inexperienced
officers and lack of noncommissioned officers. The compeny hed six non-
commlssioned officers on detached service with the Philippine Army and no
- replacements were permitted.

Fo terrain maps, sketches, or photos were ever furnished the company
commander. Very little information was received from the batialion head-
Mem ; therefore, the officers and wen were never well informed of the
‘8ltuation., Higher commanders were continuously demending informetion but
very little came back as intelligence. Confidence in intelligence was lost.

It is practically impossible to have unity of command and control in
a small unit when it i1s so broken and separated as Company G was at Abucey. '

The outpost line of resistance was relieved on the night of the main
attack. HNo contect was established with the adjacent unit, The pre-
arranged routes of withdrawal were minet'i'by the front line troops without
informing the outpost 1ine of resistance. 00mnuhicaticn was definitely

inadequate, especially when the enemy night attack began. It was by
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runper to the main line of resistance and then by telephone to regimental
headquarters.

Great ingemuity, initiative, and resourcefulness had to be exercised
by the officers and ﬁoncomissioned officers because of the eneny's pre-
ponderance of equipment and numbers.

The enemy wes successful in his attacks because he felt for weak spots
in the main line and when he founcl.theu, he attacked at night. HNore and
better equipment .and, of course, training in defense againgt night attack
would have helped to stop;the enemy before be hit the main line.

LESSONS

Some of the lessons to be learned from this operation are:

1. Ssall unit commenders should be well informed of situations which
directly effect his unit.

2. Without proper equipment, supplies and food, a unit ca.nnot 1ast
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long aga:l.nst a superior force.
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3. A steady flow of info;'mation from subordinates to superiors and
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from superiors to subordinetes ias necessary for success in battle.

ke 'ﬁnity of command is aacrificed when a sms.]l uwnit is broken and
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sepa:ra‘lsed 1:.0 carry Gut diﬁ‘erent miseions. Gon‘brol is very dit‘ficult
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5. Epemy will seek the weakeat ps.rt of a defensive line to attack.
6. A well tralned and disciplined aoldier can stand a tremendous
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Vamount of punishment in adverse situstions and sti].'l. have a hlgh ‘morale
and eaprit de corps.

7. - I4 is the duty of all leaders to stimulate and cullivate
aggressiveness, fearlessness, ingemmity, initiative, and resourcefulness
on the part o:f.‘ the individual soldier.

8. _Untrained troops should not be employec! in critical positions or
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along slde of well trained troops.
9. The charae‘bar of the tarra:l.n exercises a dscisive influence on
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the selection of a defensive position.
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10. The organization of a posit:i.on is limi‘bed only by the time and
facillties ava.ilahla.

16



1l. Withdrawals are best effected under cover of darkness, especially

gy, .

when enemy has eir superiority.

12. Exceptional effort, exertion and will power of all men are
necessary o success in trying conditions.

13. A& withdraual requires strict con'brol and superviaion.

B . ¥

4. The price of unpreparedness is very great.
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